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On the passing of a diplomat, priest and brother
On July 27, we received the sad news that Archbishop Pietro Sambi, apostolic nuncio to the United States,
had died from complications following lung surgery. Although his name might not have been familiar to
most Catholics, Archbishop Sambi’s ministry in our country for the past six years touched us all. He was a
brilliant diplomat and, more importantly, an extraordinary priest and brother to all who knew him.
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In maintaining diplomatic relations
with 176 countries, the Holy See is fulfi lling a critical aspect of the mission of
the church. The world and its people,
created and redeemed by God, have a
right to the Gospel proclaimed for their
salvation. They have a right to live in a
way that is consistent with their Godgiven dignity. Baptized into the death
and resurrection of Christ, we Christians have a responsibility to God and
to the world.

Last encounter

Archbishop Sambi was particularly
beloved to us bishops, because he gave
extraordinary example as to how to be
a good priest and bishop. He looked
after us as a pastor looks after his flock,
and when he had business to transact
with us individually, he did so with a
shepherd’s loving care.
I will never forget the phone calls I
received from him in recent years, particularly when he informed me of my
appointment as bishop of Joliet and,
later, as archbishop of Seattle. As he
told me the important news, he also
tended to me gently as a brother priest
whose life was about to change. He
inspired me to accept my mission with
courage, hope and joy.
The last time I saw him was June
29, just before the Mass of the Pallium
in St. Peter’s Basilica. With his usual
smile and boundless energy, he came
looking for me among the group of
new archbishops, making sure that I
had arrived safely and that all was well.
I will always smile when I think of that
last encounter.
May this good servant of God and
the church universal, this brother to
nations and lover of humanity, this
wonderful priest and bishop, rest
peacefully in the arms of the Lord.
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