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Answering God’s call
“To live means to be desired and loved by God, moment after
moment.” (“Jubilee of the Consecrated Life,” Appendix IA)
Of all the ways one might defi ne human life, that brief and startling statement says everything. I wonder what
kind of definition each of us would
write were we asked to define “to live.”
I have a suspicion
that many of us
would begin, “To
live means that I
…” Our definitions would continue with a list
of things that I
would
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But the true definition does not begin with anything that I set as a goal
for myself. Instead it begins with recognizing that the only reason I am
alive is that I am “desired and loved by
God.” By desiring and loving me, God
brought me into being and sustains me.
I am neither the source nor the goal of
my own life. I am one who is desired
and loved by God, moment after moment, and therefore I am alive. My existence is evidence that God exists!
Taking that defi nition seriously
means letting a revolution happen in
our hearts. If the reason I am alive is
that I am a desire of God, the beloved
of God, a thought of God, an object
of God’s favor, then nourishing a relationship with God brings me even
more to life. Making myself the center,
the point of it all, only lessens me.

Surrender to truth

It is the revolutionary irony of the
Gospel that in forgetting myself I find
myself, that in surrendering myself to
God as his instrument I come alive.
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my family? No, I will grow even closer
to them, and God will even expand my
family. Will I limit my future choices?
Most defi nitely yes, but in giving myself to God I will gain everything.

Alive in God’s desire

DO YOU HAVE AN INTENTION FOR
ARCHBISHOP SARTAIN’S PRAYER LIST?
You may send it to him at Archbishop
Sartain’s Prayer List, Archdiocese of
Seattle, 710 Ninth Ave., Seattle, WA
98104.

Over the past six months I have
had the privilege of getting to know
That upside-down logic is emphasized the large number of religious women
by the gospels as a key to Jesus’ teach- and men who serve the Archdiocese of God’s desire and love for them, that
ing: “For whoever wishes to save his life Seattle, and I am often struck by their they will give their “I” to God for his
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for heroic history in the Pacific Northwest. sake and ours. Pray that they will have
my sake will save it.
Many of their for- the courage to stake their lives on what
What profit is there
bears set out into it means “to live.” Pray that they will
for one to gain the
the wilderness, far hear his call and answer, “Yes!”
Discerning a vocation means
I would like to make a request of evwhole world yet
from home, like
lose or forfeit him- allowing myself to be defined by Abraham, because eryone who reads this column — lay,
God’s desire and love for me.
self?” (Lk 9:24-25).
they trusted in religious and clergy. Think of at least
One obstacle to
God’s promise and one young man or woman who you
serious considerbelieved in the mis- believe would be a good priest or reliation of a religious vocation is that we sion he had given them. The results of gious. Pray for that person’s intentions,
begin by asking, “Should I do this?” In their pioneering spirit can be seen ev- cut this column out of the newspaper
other words, we approach a vocation erywhere in the archdiocese, as sisters and mail it to him or her with your peras we would a career change, when, in and brothers continue to serve God sonal words of encouragement.
Part of our vocation is to extend the
fact, it has much more to do with our faithfully.
willingness to leap into God’s arms. It
This Saturday I will have the awe- call of God.
has to do with surrendering ourselves some privilege of ordaining five new
to the truth — even though we do not priests for the archfully understand it — that no matter diocese, men who
what I have already accomplished, the have been called by
reason I am living is that I am desired God from a variety
and loved by God.
of backgrounds. Last
“What does God call me to do?” Friday they spent the
That is the proper question to ask one- day with me, and we
self when contemplating a vocation. enjoyed our time of
Discerning a vocation means allowing prayer and reflecmyself to be defi ned by God’s desire tion. I was reminded
and love for me, to want to become an joyfully that God is
image of God’s love and desire for ev- calling fi ne men to
eryone. That is no easy task, but it is be priests, and I am
precisely what the church — the world deeply grateful.
— needs.
Please join me in
Discerning a vocation means put- prayer for those in
ting myself at God’s disposal, so that the archdiocese who
when he calls I will not respond, “I are considering a vohave something better to do.”
cation to the priestAm I afraid of falling? God will hood or religious life
catch me. Am I too weak? Yes, but (and for those who
God is strong. Will I miss my former are not considering a
life? Perhaps, but I will gain something vocation but should
more. Will I abandon what I have built be!). Pray that they
The Calling of the Apostles Peter and Andrew (Duccio di
up? No, I will give it to God. Will I lose will come alive in Buoninsegna, 1308)

ROMAN MISSAL
What is a pallium?
The pallium is an ecclesiastical vestment in the
Catholic Church bestowed, by the Pope, on metropolitan archbishops. At present, only the Pope and
metropolitan archbishops wear the pallium. When
worn by archbishops, the pallium typifies their
participation in the supreme pastoral power of the
Pope, who concedes it to them for their proper
church provinces. The pallium may not be used
until it is conferred upon the archbishop at the
celebration of the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul.

On June 29, Pope Benedict XVI will confer the pallium upon
Archbishop J. Peter Sartain. The Progress will have full coverage
of this special event in the July 14 issue.
Don’t miss this opportunity to send Archbishop Sartain
your congratulations and best wishes!
Ad sizes and rates are available online at www.seattlearchdiocese.org/advertising.
Contact Keri to reserve your space by July 1: advertising@seattlearch.org or 206‐382‐2075

Liturgy to be more formal,
theologically deeper
While critics question long, complex sentences, new translation conveys
concepts previously diluted by simplified language
BY JERRY FILTEAU

When a new English translation of
the Mass is introduced in the United
States — at the start of Advent in late
2011 — the style of worship will be
more formal. But it will also be deeper
theologically and more evocative emotionally and intellectually.
The Vatican’s intention was not so
much to make the liturgy more formal as to make the English version
conform more closely to the original

Latin, says Father Paul Turner, a Missouri priest who is former head of the
North American Academy of Liturgy
and frequently writes and lectures on
liturgical questions.
“I think what’s intentional is getting
to a closer interpretation of the Latin”
from which all modern liturgy translations in the Roman Catholic Church
emanate, Father Turner says.
MISSAL, See page 21

