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FROM THE ARCHBISHOP

The mystery of Advent
What do I need for Christmas?
It occurred to me a few years ago that perhaps that is the question
I should ask every year as Advent begins. It is an interesting question because it calls me to a change of perspective during a season of
wishes and gift lists. Even as folks ask me what I want for Christmas, I
should be asking myself what I need for Christmas.
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DO YOU HAVE AN INTENTION FOR
ARCHBISHOP SARTAIN’S PRAYER LIST?
You may send it to him at Archbishop
Sartain’s Prayer List, Archdiocese of
Seattle, 710 Ninth Ave., Seattle, WA
98104.
If in Christ the Father has given everything — said everything — and there
will be no other word than he, what
could I possibly need for Christmas?
I need the gift of depth, that I might
plumb the inexhaustible gift who is Jesus my Lord. I need a slower pace to
savor the richness of the Gospel, patience to let go of the desire for quick
fi xes to my problems. I need boldness to travel trustingly the long road
ahead, contrition for my failure to live
a truly Christian life. I need strength
to love more courageously, discipline to
pray more devotedly. I need generosity
to swallow my stinginess, humility to
soften my pride, gratitude to overturn
my thanklessness, grace to conquer my
self-assurance. I need to admit that I
need a Savior.
Advent is the season to go deep so
that we might appreciate even more
what God has given us in his Son.
We will never respond properly to our
Lord if we remain on the surface. We
will never appreciate his gifts until we
put them to use. We will never understand the Gospel unless we try to live
it. We will never know Jesus unless we
take everything we have placed ahead
of him and put it under him, ready to
abandon it if in his light we see it to be
false or harmful.
The wonderful mystery of Advent
is that in Jesus, God has rent open

WELCOMING THE NEW ROMAN MISSAL
This Advent we are also marking an
important liturgical transition to a
new English translation of the Roman
Missal.
Our priests, deacons and liturgical
ministers have been preparing for
well over a year to implement this
beautiful translation, and in recent
months they have also helped our
parishioners to prepare to receive it.
This issue of The Progress features a
special insert to further familiarize
you with the new translation.
These are not “new words” — they
are the same words of the Eucharist
translated into an elegant English
form that will raise our awareness of
the mystery we celebrate.
Welcome the new translation with
an open heart! We will all be brought
to deeper prayer by its rich biblical
imagery.
Archbishop J. Peter Sartain
the heavens, done awesome deeds we
could never have imagined, revealed
what eye could not hope to see, spoken
the Word that says it all. The task for
you and me is to prepare a place deep
within, a humble stable at our very core
where Jesus will be born in us anew.
We have only begun to know him.
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.
You may have all the world
but give me Jesus.
(Traditional African-American spiritual)

