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Eucharist is food for the journey to Jerusalem
Spiritually, we are constantly
going and coming from
Jerusalem.

to journey to Jerusalem” (Lk 9:51). The beautiful story of two disciples who
chapters that follow are marked by the encountered Jesus on the road to Emdetermination and tension that met Je- maus — the road away from Jerusalem
sus’ courageous decision.
— and how he asked where they were
Many thought he should not go. going and what had happened to make
Jerusalem has always been consid- Some of his disciples were frightened them so sad. They did not recognize
ered a sacred place, a holy city chosen for him and not a little for themselves. him, but he explained the Scriptures
by God for his throne, his dwelling He continued to teach and heal along and blessed and broke bread with
the way, heightening the them, just as he had done at the Last
place among his people, the
antipathy some felt for him Supper. Their eyes were opened, and
center point from which saland affi rming his insight they returned to Jerusalem full of hope
vation radiates. Its Temple
that something defi nitive in the risen Lord.
was considered extraordiwould happen there. Some
Spiritually, we are constantly going
narily sacred, a place of atof the Pharisees warned him and coming from Jerusalem.
tachment and spiritual idento go away because Herod
There is a learning curve to discipletity for every Jew.
wanted to kill him, but Jesus ship, and we alternate between ferJesus went there many
replied, “Go and tell that fox, vor and sluggishness, conviction and
times. As a child, he was
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J. PETER
‘Behold, I cast out demons doubt, hope and hesitation. One day
presented to the Lord in the
SARTAIN
and I perform healings to- we are zealously determined to make
Temple, and it was there that
day and tomorrow, and on the journey to Jerusalem with Jesus no
Simeon told Mary her heart
would be pierced as though by a sword. the third day I accomplish my purpose. matter the cost — to take up our cross
Each year Mary and Joseph went to Je- Yet I must continue on my way today, and suffer with him, to stand up for the
rusalem for Passover, and Jesus accom- tomorrow, and the following day, for faith and live only for him. The next
it is impossible that
day when something
panied them.
happens,
When he was 12, on the journey a prophet should die
In every sense, the Eucharist is unnerving
we hesitate and head
home his parents discovered with hor- outside of Jerusalem’”
food for the journey, as Luke’s in the opposite direcror that he was not with them. They (Lk 13:32–33).
Moved by the ache account of the meeting on the tion, away from the
later found him back in the Temple
— he called it his “Father’s house” — in his heart for the holy road to Emmaus unmistakably cross and toward Emmaus.
discussing religious matters with the city that had rejected
illustrates.
him, he added, “JeruBut Jesus catches
teachers.
up with us, too, not at
During Jesus’ 40 days in the desert, salem, Jerusalem, you
Satan led him to the parapet of the who kill the prophets and stone those all surprised that fear of the cross has
Temple and tempted him to display his sent to you, how many times I yearned gotten the best of us.
divinity by jumping off so angels would to gather your children together as a
catch him, but Jesus would have none hen gathers her brood under her wings, Back on the road
“What are you thinking as you walk
of it. “You should not put the Lord, but you were unwilling!” (Lk 13:34).
away?” he gently questions. If we pour
your God, to the test,” he told the devil.
Disappointed, disillusioned
out our hearts to him in prayer and lisJesus loved Jerusalem and her peo- ten to his word, he opens our eyes and
Determination, tension
In Luke and the Acts of the Apostles, ple, and it distressed him that many gives us strength for the return trip.
And he feeds us. In every sense,
Jerusalem is the point toward which Je- were rejecting him. He continued his
sus is constantly moving and the hub journey nonetheless, a fi nal journey to the Eucharist is food for the journey,
from which the preaching of the Gos- his death. After his death, some of his as Luke’s account of the meeting on
pel goes out to the world. Luke reaches disciples left Jerusalem. Disappointed the road to Emmaus unmistakably ila critical climax in Chapter 9 when and disillusioned, hopelessly licking lustrates. Wherever we fi nd ourselves
Jesus determines to go to Jerusalem: their wounds, they headed back to spiritually — walking toward or away
from Jerusalem — we need the nour“When the days for his being taken up their former lives.
Chapter 24 of Luke recounts the ishment of the Lord’s body and blood.
were fulfi lled, he resolutely determined
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Come to a
secluded place
and rest a while.
—Mark 6:31

May 18-20 Strengths as Spiritual Life
Faith Sharing Retreat for Men, Women and Couples
Presenters: Sr. Joyce Cox, BVM and Kathy Clark

SHUTTERSTOCK/GUSTAVE DORE

THE CATHOLIC NORTHWEST PROGRESS
MAY 10, 2012

Luke recounts the beautiful story of two
disciples who encountered Jesus on the road
to Emmaus — the road away from Jerusalem.
The Eucharist keeps us strong for
our journey to Jerusalem because it is
a participation in Jesus’ sacrifice on the
cross and a share in the grace that continues to flow from it: Calvary was the
temple of the eternal sacrifice. When
we take part in the Eucharist and receive the Lord’s body and blood, we are
in the heart of Jerusalem, embraced by
its deepest spiritual significance.
Discipleship’s learning curve can
be sharp, and we may vacillate many
times on the road. But there is never a
good reason to give up. We, too, must
continue on our way “today, tomorrow,
and the following day.”
May Easter strengthen our hope in
Christ, who follows us when we walk
away, listens to our protests and our
fears, and feeds us with food that puts
us right back where we need to be.
DO YOU HAVE AN INTENTION FOR
ARCHBISHOP SARTAIN’S PRAYER LIST?
You may send it to him at Archbishop
Sartain’s Prayer List, Archdiocese of
Seattle, 710 Ninth Ave., Seattle, WA
98104.

Home from the Sea Luncheon
Friday, June 29, 2012 – 10:15 to 2:15

Join The Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain, Archbishop of Seattle,
and Fr. Tony Haycock, Chaplain of the Catholic Seafarers’
Center, along with Stein Kruse, President and CEO of Holland
America Line aboard the ms Amsterdam for this elegant event.

May 25-27 Sent Forth by the Spirit
Pentacost Retreat for Men, Women and Couples
Presenters: Deacon Dave Jones and Anita Florence
22–24 junio Caminar con Jésus
Fecha del Retiro
Guiado por el Obispo Carlos Sevilla SJ

For Information on these and private retreats offered at the Palisades, please visit our
website at: www.SeattleArchdiocese.org/Palisades or Call 206 748-7991 (Seattle),
253 927-9621 (Tacoma) or Email us at Palisades@seattlearch.org

The $60 registration fee does not include parking.
A free tour will be offered after the meal.
Due to security requirements, we must have your registration
on or before June 19, 2012. Call 206-441-4773
or email braden@cscseattle.org to register or get more information.
All proceeds benefit the Catholic Seafarers’ Center of Seattle

