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PA R I S H  P R O F I L E

Founded as Parish: 1908
Founded as Mission: 1890
Registered Households: 163

Registered Households: 146
A Mission Church since: 1890
 Later became a mission of St. Joseph

Pastor of both churches: 
 Father David Gese
Mailing address for both: 
 P.O. Box AA
 Elma, WA 98541
Phone: (360) 482-3190

St. Joseph Parish

St. John Church

Elma parish, Montesano mission serve several 
rural communities in Grays Harbor County 
ELMA
BY ARMANDO MACHADO

   St. Joseph Parish and St. John Mission 
are blessed with many families that have 
been part of the faith community for 
several generations, rooted in Catholic 
tradition, says Diane Young, pastoral 
assistant for administration.

  “Both are experiencing growth and 
are working to build the ministries 
and outreach programs – and both are 
busy with activities for parishioners 
throughout the year,” said Young, who 
is also pastoral assistant for youth 
ministry.

“St. Joseph is especially expanding 
in population of Spanish-speaking 
parishioners — and it is working to 
build community and include both 
Spanish and English in the liturgy.”

Young also noted that staff and 
members are fortunate to have the 
opportunity to welcome new families 
to the area, and often new parishioners 
who are not new to the area but new to 
the Catholic faith.

Elma and Montesano are about 10 
miles apart. St. Joseph in Elma became a 
mission in 1890 and a parish in 1908. St. 
John in Montesano has been a mission 
since 1890. In all, the churches currently 
have 309 registered households (163 at 
St. Joseph; 146 at St. John). St. Joseph 
Catholic Cemetery is located in Elma.

The two churches serve the rural 
communities of Elma, Montesano, 
Brady, Satsop, Oakville, McCleary, 
and Summit Lake. Father David Gese 
has been pastor since 2000. Deacon 
Tom Hawkins also helps the faith 
community.

The churches are served by a two 
person staff — a pastoral assistant 
for administration (Diane Young) and 
an administrative assistant (Diane 
Robbins). The offi ce is located in 
McLaughlin Hall next to St. Joseph 
Church. It is open all day on Mondays – 
and from 9 a.m. to noon on Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays.

The ministries include: Pastoral 
Council, Finance Council, Liturgy 
Committee, Children’s Faith Formation, 
Adult Faith Formation, and RCIA 
Program, Youth groups for teens, Altar 
Society, Baptism Preparation, Marriage 
Preparation, and Eucharistic Ministers 
to the Sick.

Here are samples of recent 
parish activities:

• Benefi t Bake Sale/Coffee Hour — After 
Mass at St. Joseph: All proceeds will 
benefi t Heart and Hands Pregnancy 
Crisis Center in Aberdeen. Please 
come downstairs and help support 
this pro-life agency.

• At St. John’s we are practicing 
Catholic social justice. Help our Faith 
Formation kids support Friendship 
House, which assists unwed mothers 
and their children. It is located in 
Aberdeen. Please bring items from 
the list below; we will be collecting 
the next two Sundays (Items include 
baby clothing and essentials).

• Plans have begun for this year’s 
Community Bible Camp. Volunteers 
from St. John’s organize this with other 
Christian churches in Montesano. It 
will be held July 10-14. The theme is 
“Son Treasure Island” and we will be 
learning and talking about God’s love. 
All kids from preschool through sixth 
grade are invited. Teens and adults are 
invited to help.

• Stewardship Thought: The disciples in 
today’s Gospel came to know Jesus in 
the breaking of the bread. When we 
share what we have with those who 
are in need, we too will discover Jesus 
in our midst.

April 6 & 7 St. Joseph and St. John Mission 
participated in the new Progress P3 
subscription program. Five dollars from 
each subscription they sold went to their 
youth group.  For more information on this 
program contact Marketing Associate 
Keri Hake at 206-382-2075 or 
kerih@seattlearch.org.

National Day 
of Prayer for 
mariners
May 21
Archdiocese includes nine sea ports

This Sunday is “Sea Sunday,” a 
National Day of Prayer for mariners.

Father Tony Haycock, chaplain of the 
Catholic Seaman’s Club in Seattle and 
port chaplain for the Port of Seattle, 
urges all to pray for the seafarers who 
“bring the goods that make our United 
States economy possible” and “for the 
men and women that welcome and 
minister to them in the Apostleship of 
the Sea.”

He noted the Catholic Seaman’s Club 
serves more than 1,000 ships annually 
and offers hospitality, pastoral care, 
van service, advocacy and recreation 
to approximately 15,000 seafarers and 
fi shers each year.

The Archdiocese of Seattle includes 
the Ports of Seattle, Tacoma, Everett, 
Port Angeles, Vancouver, Longview, 
Kalama, Aberdeen and Anacortes. The 
largest Alaskan fi shing fl eet and the 
largest national ferry system also are 
based here, Father Haycock said.

He said many seafarers today are 
unable to leave their vessels because 
of Homeland Security restrictions and 
restrictions by private facilities that 
service the ships. 

“This detention aboard ship has 
caused many diffi culties for the well-
being of the seafarer,” he said. “Some 
spend months at sea without setting 
foot on land.”
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