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The fi nal days of preparation for a new 

school year are hectic ones for prin-

cipals, teachers, secretaries and sup-

port staff — not to mention moms and 

dads, grandparents, heads of school 

organizations, bus drivers and before- 

and after-school workers.
Part of the excite-

ment of a new school 

year is seeing how the 

students have grown 

over the summer and 

hearing about the 

activities that fi lled 

their break. This past 

week, more than 200 

young people from the 

Archdiocese returned 

home to begin another school year after 

what for many was a life-changing experi-

ence: World Youth Day in Madrid, Spain.

I also had the pleasure of attending WYD, 

and as I took part in its various activities, I 

often wondered what those young people 

from around the world were “seeing.” Cer-

tainly there was fascination at being in a 

foreign country, curiosity about youth from 

across the globe speaking scores of languag-

es, excitement at the beauty of Madrid and 

just plain fun in being with friends and mak-

ing new ones.
But the main attraction of WYD was with-

out a doubt Pope Benedict XVI, who came 

to do one thing: preach Jesus Christ to the 

world’s youth. The fi rst WYD occurred in 

1987, the inspiration of Blessed John Paul 

II. Since then it has taken place every two 

to three years in spots around the world, 

including Rome, Paris, Denver, Toronto, 

Manila, Cologne and Sydney; each time it 

has been a resounding success. Blessed John 

Paul had an instinctive understanding of the 

spontaneous faith of young people and the 

importance of their sharing that faith with 

others.
He also “saw” in young people, from the 

earliest days of his priestly ministry, the hope-

fi lled future of the church. Who better than he 

SEATTLE
BY TERRY MCGUIRE

From his native Canada, Father 

Philip Wallace’s travels saw him go 

to missionary work in Tanzania, to 

ministries in Boston and Chicago, 

and fi nally to pastorates in the 

Archdiocese of Seattle at St. Francis 

of Assisi Parish in Burien and St. 

Louise de Marillac Parish in Bel-

levue.
But to those who knew him, his 

most inspiring journey took place 

over the past decade as he fought a 

positive-minded and uncomplain-

ing battle with multiple myeloma, 

a cancer of the infection-fi ghting 

plasma cells. He died Aug. 25 in Se-

attle. He was 75.

Diagnosed with the cancer in 

2001, he became extremely ill, then 

rebounded when he went into re-

mission. 
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AUCTION OUTREACH: At least 10 

Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of 

Seattle help support schools in need by 

raising money through their own school 

auctions.  PAGE 15

FOOTBALL JAMBOREE: Forty years ago 

the start of the prep football season 

kicked off with a “North-South” battle 

for local bragging rights among four 

Catholic high schools.  PAGE 18

Catholic schools

SCHEDULING CHALLENGE: With fi ve 

family members at fi ve different Catholic 

schools, the Hawksfords of St. Mark 

Parish will be keeping an eye on the 

calendar during the 2011–2012 school 

year.  PAGE 14
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The church’s 

hope-fi lled 
future

Father Philip D. Wallace 1936–2011

Pastor of parishes in Burien, 

Bellevue lived with joy amid 

his suffering

“He called these years his ‘extra 

inning years,’” said St. Louise Pas-

tor Father Tom Belleque, “and he 

says, ‘I’m going to use [them] to fo-

cus on living life fully,’ and he did.”

Tackled Kilimanjaro
For example, in 2005, when the 

cancer was in remission, Father 

Wallace and his niece, Patty Zapf, 

fl ew to Tanzania and set out to 

climb Mount Kilimanjaro in a fund-

raiser for the International Myeloma 

Students return to area 

classrooms for year of 

faith and learning

Annabelle Deasy, now a second-grader at Sacred Heart School in Bellevue, gets help during a school Mass in this 2010 photo.

RESPECT LIFE: Respect Life Month in 
October brings time to refl ect on the many 
efforts taking place in Western Washington 
and elsewhere. See stories and columns on  
PAGES 1, 4, 5, 6, 9 & 14

CONVENT FOR RENT: Holy Names sisters 
share memories of their community’s home 
over 80 years in a Seattle parish.  PAGE 5

NEW MISSAL: Dozens of books, DVDs and 
audiotapes are available to help audiences 
from priests to teens prepare for the new 
edition of the Roman Missal.  PAGE 18
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BY KEVIN BIRNBAUM

Archbishop J. Peter Sartain sat 
down with The Progress on Oct. 7 to 
refl ect on the year that has passed since 
Pope Benedict XVI announced his ap-
pointment as the ninth bishop (and 
fi fth archbishop) of the Archdiocese of 
Seattle on Sept. 16, 2010.

“Without the slightest hesitation, 
I would say [my time in Seattle so far 
has] been a great blessing for me,” he 
said, “and from the moment that I cel-
ebrated Mass for the fi rst time in the 
cathedral on Sept. 16, when I came 
for the announcement, I have been at 
peace about coming here, and from 
that time I recognized that it was a gift 
from God to be sent to Seattle, and I’ve 
maintained that same sense of peace 
ever since.”

An eventful fi rst year
Archbishop Sartain has maintained 

that peace through what has been, by 
any measure, a very busy fi rst year as 
the shepherd of Western Washington’s 
nearly 1 million Catholics. 

His Mass of Installation on Dec. 1 
at St. James Cathedral drew approxi-
mately 2,200 people, including more 
than 200 priests, 24 archbishops and 
bishops, and three cardinals.

On Jan. 18, he offered the opening 
prayer at the 33rd annual Washington 
State March for Life, which drew thou-
sands to the steps of the state Capitol 

Archbishop’s fi rst year 
full of high points
Grounded in prayer and centered on Christ, Archbishop Sartain has 
enjoyed meeting the Catholics of Western Washington most of all

in Olympia to mark the anniversary of 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. 
Wade decision.

From February through April, Arch-
bishop Sartain traveled around West-
ern Washington to introduce himself 
at special Deanery Celebration Masses 
in each of the archdiocese’s 10 geo-
graphical deaneries.

June was a particularly eventful 
month for the archbishop. On June 11, 
he ordained fi ve men — Fathers Paul 
Brunet, Brad Hagelin, Dwight Lewis, 
Bryan Ochs and Michael Wagner — to 
the priesthood in St. James Cathedral.

From June 15 to 17, he served as host 
during the U.S. bishops’ annual spring 
general assembly, which took place in 
Bellevue.

And later that month, Archbishop 
Sartain traveled to Rome with nearly 
500 well-wishers to receive the pal-
lium from Pope Benedict during a 
three-hour Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica 
on June 29, the feast of Sts. Peter and 
Paul. The pallium is a woolen article 
that symbolizes archbishops’ commu-
nion with the pope and their pastoral 
responsibility as shepherds.

The archbishop was back in Europe 
in August for World Youth Day in Ma-
drid. There he participated in a voca-
tions fair and gave a talk at a Theology 
on Tap event for American pilgrims, 
and concelebrated with the pope at the 

Archbishop J. Peter Sartain prays before the tabernacle at St. James Cathedral on June 11, the 
day he ordained fi ve men to the priesthood for the Archdiocese of Seattle.

Prayer, volunteers keep maternity center going

LAKEWOOD
BY TERRY MCGUIRE

When the Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Maternity Center was getting started, 
the volunteers prayed for clothing 
racks. A client caught wind of it, men-
tioned it to her parents — who were just 
closing their business — and soon the 
center had the racks it needed to dis-

play children’s and maternity clothes.
On another occasion, a woman 

walked into the center with a new dou-
ble stroller to donate. The next person 
through the door was a young mother 
pushing her two children in a stroller 
that looked ready to fall apart. She left 
with the new stroller.

“It seems like whenever we have a 
need, our prayers are answered,” said 

Vivian Bell, the center’s president.
That’s been the case since the cen-

ter opened in 1989 to furnish young or 
expectant families with baby and chil-
dren’s items.

A special works conference of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society’s Tacoma Dis-
trict Council, it provides free maternity 
wear and baby and children’s clothing 
to families in need, along with diapers, 
new car seats, strollers, and volunteer-
assembled layettes for women eight 
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Founded 22 years ago by three women recently returned from inspiring 
pilgrimage, ministry proudly displays its Catholic roots

RESPECT LIFE MONTH

GIVING, See page 4

SHELTER, See page 9

What will I give 

God for Christmas?

In my last column 

I suggested that a 

good Advent question 

would be, “What do I 

need for Christmas?” 

This week’s question 

— what will I give 

God for Christmas? 

— is its corollary.

We spend a great deal of time each year 

deciding what to buy loved ones for Christ-

mas, and while it is easy to decide on the 

right gift for some, when it comes to others 

we may be faced with a challenge. 

What do they want? What do they need? 

Which gift will fi t each personality, which 

gift will express the bond we feel? Which 

gift will please our family, our friends? To 

the one who has everything, or to the one 

who has little but asks for nothing, what do 

we give?
Most of us have experienced disappoint-

ment at gifts received, not received and alto-

gether forgotten. Perhaps we were not given 

the gift we had hoped for. Perhaps we knew 

by the look on the face of the one receiving 

our gift that we had fallen short. Expecta-

tions — ours and theirs — can spoil every-

thing.
It is entirely possible that Jesus’ friends, 

especially those closest to him, gave him 

gifts — or at least wanted to. They probably 

discussed among themselves what would 

please him, what he needed, what he should 

have, what they wanted him to have.
BY TERRY MCGUIRE

It is 44 degrees 

outside shortly before 

9 p.m. on a Monday 

in November as 10 

homeless men arrive 

at the church by van. 

The medical drama 

“House” is playing 

on the TV on the wall. 

But all eyes are fi xed 

on the table beneath 

it laden with various 

snacks and refreshments and two 

extra large pizzas — one sausage, 

one pepperoni.
“They like meat,” says Margaret 

Chandler, who with her husband, 

Tim Cooke, provided the pizzas. 

The couple will stay the night with 

the men as their volunteer hosts.

On a small table in an adjoining 

room, new white socks, foot pow-

der, pocket tissues, 

disposable razors, 

cough drops and other 

items are there for the 

taking. 
The socks are popu-

lar, particularly in in-

clement weather, says 

Sue Patneaude, the par-

ish’s shelter coordinator. 

“During the rain 

that’s the fi rst thing 

they do, they come 

in and get their socks 

and change them,” she says. “Then 

they’re dry through the night.”

Chandler points to the bowl of 

cough drops on the table. “Are they 

a life-saver!” she says. “They’ll be 

gone by morning.”

The scene in this basement room 

at Our Lady of Fatima Parish in Se-

attle’s Magnolia district is repeated 

in parishes around the archdiocese 

during the winter months. Parishes 

from Seattle to Olympia open their 

facilities to small groups of home-

less people, providing bedding, 

food, toiletries, clothing and com-

panionship.
In other cases, parishes in Van-

couver and Bellingham help staff 

shelters hosted by churches of other 

denominations.
“The city can’t take care of ev-

eryone,” notes Taffy McCormick, 

a volunteer at the overnight shelter 

at St. Joseph Parish in Seattle, “and 

who better than churches to step up 

and face the fact that there’s home-

lessness in the city — and if there’s 

space, to provide a space for them at 

night?”
Shelter workers note it’s their 

Christian duty to care for the less 

fortunate — just as Jesus did.
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ADVENT SERIES:  Using the Gospels as his 

guidepost, columnist Father Ron Rolheiser shows 

how to get the most out of prayer.  PAGE 7

MATTRESS NO. 168:  Though society had no need 

for him, a homeless man said he knew that God did.  

PAGE 6

NEW MISSAL:  A spot check of parishes around the 

archdiocese reveals the fi rst weekend with the new 

English translation went well.  PAGE 10
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Parishes, volunteers shelter 

homeless in ‘church season’
Church overfl ow shelters 

provide additional beds, meals, 

toiletries and companionship 

October through February

Wearing native dress from Mexico and countries in Central and South America, Hispanics from all over the archdiocese danced in 

procession Dec. 3 in the archdiocese’s annual celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas, whose feast day is Dec. 

12. Approximately 300 people participated. They joined Auxiliary Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, vicar for Hispanic ministry and vocations, in 

a rosary at St. Mary Church in Seattle, then walked the mile-and-a-half to St. James Cathedral for a Mass.
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Experience 

God’s joy

Celebrating Our Lady
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Volunteer Pete Holmes pre-

pares the shelter at St. Joseph 

Parish in Seattle.
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